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June Newsletter!
Finally, the sun has come out and the madness of May is behind us. Now 
it is suddenly June and it feels as if somehow all the jobs for May need to 
be done already but there just isn’t enough time and why didn’t all of 
those seeds germinate anyway? I’m sure my tomatoes should be taller/
leeks plumper/courgette producing already...

Is that any reflection of the sort of chaos going on in your head? The 
coldest April and the wettest May have not got us off to a flying start, and 
No Mow May was a beautiful thing to do (let’s hope the beetles and their 
insect friends benefited) but now we have to get everything tidy again 
before your neighbour starts looking at your grass seed heads a little 
sourly. Oh my, ‘tis the season for too much to do and where to start! Bring 
strimmers to start the big tidy up at working parties beginning 5 June, and 
then 1st Saturday every month, 11:00 meeting in The Orchard.

Take a read on the Hampton Court Flower Show allotment entry from 
Ascott and see what the team are up to and if you can DONATE! And 
consider joining Jane on June 12 for the Build a Bug Village, in the 
Orchard 3pm. Jane has also included some interesting notes on Peat 
Free Compost, worth a read. Have you noticed the growth in our wildlife 
corridors? Info  about these follows. I have included some Plot Champs - 
is there someone you would like mentioned? 

And finally, want to know who The Friends of Ascott are? Paul Carter has 
made a short note outlining this oft asked question!

 Miranda

Jobs for June

Tops tips of the 
month

Build a Bug Village

Who are the Friends 
of Ascott?

Peat free compost?

Wildlife Corridors

Ascott Allotments at 
Hampton Court 

and much more!

Connect!
Are you on the 
Ascott Friends 
Facebook Group?  
Different from 
the public Ascott 
Facebook page, 
the private group 
allows plotholders to 
connect and share 
with each other. 
Request to join here. 
And tell your plot 
neighbours, too!

June’s Work Party at the Pavilion

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ascottallotment/
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Seeds to sow:
• Peas, French and Runner Beans

• Beetroot, Carrots, Turnips, Swedes

• Broccoli (calabrese and sprouting)

• Cauliflowers, Kale

• Courgette, summer squashes and 
marrows, Cucumbers

• Chicory, Endive, Swiss chard

• Kohlrabi, Oriental leaves

• Florence fennel

Plant:
• Aubergine, Tomatoes

• Chillies and sweet peppers

• French and runner beans

• Brussel sprouts and cabbages

• Cauliflowers, Kale, Sprouting broccoli

• Courgette, summer squashes and 
marrows, Cucumbers

• Sweet potatoes, Celeriac, Celery

• Cape gooseberries, Melons

• Strawberries (new, cold stored, bare root 
runners)

• Chicory, Endive, Herbs

Jobs for June:

Weed, weed, weed: hoe regularly, don’t 
let them flower/set seed, mulch to weed 
suppress, hoe when it’s dry so weeds dry and 
die – if wet, collect and dispose of weeds or 
they may consider this a transplant exercise!

Water – any which way works for you. Employ 
your family! Regular watering will reward (or 
so I tell myself!). Don’t forget fruit trees and 
fruit canes in dry weather

Mulch- compost, manure, woodchip, green 
mature can be sown now too – weed 
suppressant and may feed the hungry plants. 
Consider good manure mulch for rhubarb in 
June to fortify the plants.

Net against birds for peas, brassicas and soft 
fruits

Feed tomatoes – join the debate on comfrey 
tea use and dilution rates – get googling! 
Otherwise, seaweed (Maxicrop), or Tomarite as 
instructed – high potash feeds are what they 
need

Earth up your potatoes – or keep earthing up. 
Alternatively cover with straw/leaves/plant 
sunscreens!

Bean supports – canes, trellis, netting - try non 
plastic alternatives

Cut down spent broad beans and peas when 
harvested, leave roots in ground to keep the 
nitrogen stored in them 

Pot up strawberry runners when fruiting is over

Summer prune herbs (mint, chives, sage, 
thyme, lovage) to stimulate new growth

Remove raspberry suckers

Tie in blackberry/tayberries/loganberries

Thin out apples and pears only if needed AFTER 
the June drop toward end of month

Summer prune FIGS (who knew?) to five leaves 
on new shoots

Prune grape vines – side shoots and thin 
outdoor fruit if needed

Plant and Sow &Jobs for June
JUNE



FAMILY AFTERNOON: WILDLIFE ACTIVITY, SOCIAL AND PICNIC

3pm Saturday 12th June, the Orchard

A Post-Lockdown, Wildlife Friendly get-together

Bring the family and help build a bug and bee-friendly ‘village’ 
inspired by this one

Bring picnic teas   All welcome

For the Bug Village, we need: lengths of bamboo, bunches of 
dried twigs, hollow plant stems of any size, cardboard cylinders 
from loo rolls or kitchen roll, earthenware tiles, dry stick, chunks 
of untreated wood, bricks with holes in them, pieces of broken 
terracotta pots.
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Plots Holder Brilliance
Let’s champion our plot holders - 
do you have a good news story to 
share? Here are some stories that 
have passed under my radar:

Ant and Chris last month once 
again raised a substantial sum for 
Wildlife Trusts charity, previously 
donating to the replanting of 
our wildlife pond, and earlier to 
Macmillan Cancer Support, with 
their plant sales.

Dennis and Frances have thrown 
wild flower seeds under some of 
their fruit trees- take a look at the 
result in pics below. So simple but 
so beautiful. Dead space under 
a fruit tree made into something 
glorious. 

There are so many gorgeous 
looking plots full of imagination 
and talent. Take a walk around 

FYI’s
Work parties have 
started! Every first  
Saturday in the 
month. Orchard meet 
up, 11:00.

Too many plants? 
Use Facebook site 
to share or put by 
Ranelagh Rd gate for 
plot holders to take.

No Bonfires! In shed 
fires, incinerator 
fires, bonfires or 
barbecues: ALL FIRES 
are currently banned 
by Ealing Council. 
Please do not burn 
anything on site until 
further notice.

And please look out 
for each other. This 
has been a tough 
year. Take a moment 
to be kind. Offer your 
help to someone who 
needs it. Say hello to 
someone who might 
need contact.

and see how Celine has made an 
art form out of her raised beds, and 
what Lotten and Susan have done 
that break the rules of traditional plot 
sites and make an allotment a place 
to behold! 

So many I could name - why not 
send in a photo (or comment) of 
your own or one that brightens your 
day when you see it?

Helping others around the site:

Sadly some plot holders are still not 
back on site due to poor health.  Do 
you know of someone who needs 
some help on their plot? Or are you 
someone that could use a spare 
hand? Let us know and we can try 
and direct help in the right direction. 
We could use our Pavilion notice 
board to share sites needing help 
and volunteers willing to give some 

time. Pop a note on 
the board, 
or email the 
Friends to 
do it on your 
behalf (no 
responsibility 
taken for work 
done!)

Build a Bug Village
Wildflowers by Dennis and Frances



FYI’s
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The Trading Hut has 
reopened! Please 
note that blue 
slug pellets (non 
organic) have been 
withdrawn from 
sale (hooray say the 
hedgehogs!).

Please keep dogs 
and children under 
control when on site 
and CLEAN UP after 
your dog! 

The Pavilion garden 
in the Orchard has 
been replanted by 
Ant and Chris. Big 
thank you for your 
plants’ generosity, 
energy and time! 
Please water if 
passing…

Share good news - 
please let us know 
of someone who 
deserves a mention. It 
is so nice to mention 
those who go the 
extra mile.

• Feed the birds but not the rats! If you bring food to the site for birds, 
please take it home when you leave or leave in a rat proof bird 
feeder. The rats, of course, disagree. 

• The whole site is a jungle. Any strimming of paths generally is much 
appreciated. Leave the wild areas alone though…..

• Take care when strimming. Hedgehog on site!!!

• Ranelagh Road share point is ONLY for gardening items. Do NOT 
dump your rubbish here! This should be a point of pleasure, where 
excess can be shared - but not a place to dump waste of any kind

• Isleworth Allotments are under threat - sign the petition you.38de-
grees.org.uk -  Save Isleworth’s Park Road Allotments from redevelop-
ment

Recommendations

When I first joined the site 5 years 
ago, I kept hearing phrases like “The 
Friends have done this” or “The Friends 
don’t allow that” and it conjured up 
images of a secret society invisibly and 
arbitrarily making decisions about how 
things should be done. So … who are 
the Friends of Ascott Allotments?

The answer is that we all are! Every 
plotholder at Ascott is automatically 
a member of the Friends’ Association. 
Ealing Council owns the site and sets 
the standards that it expects for all plots 
and sites across the Borough. After that, 
it is up to us, as plotholders, to make 
sure that the site runs smoothly and 
in a way that respects the diversity of 
people that grow here.

Six plotholders are elected each year as co-ordinators to take formal 
responsibility for tasks such as collecting rents, organising for the site 
to be kept properly maintained and arranging meetings. Their role is 
not to do all the work on behalf of everyone else; it is simply to provide 
the structure by which everyone can play their part in keeping the site 
going. The Ascott site is the responsibility of all of us, so if something is 
not working for you, speak up, get involved and change it. Power to the 
people!

Who are the Friends of Ascott?

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-the-isleworth-park-road-allotments-from-redevelopment
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-the-isleworth-park-road-allotments-from-redevelopment
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What can you do?
1. Switch away from pesticides. Most of them kill our natural 

pest predators at the same time, so the next wave of pests 
can multiply unchecked and you end up spraying again 
and again, killing pollinators too.

2. Instead encourage natural predators. Here are some 
ideas to help natural predators over the summer.

BIRDS Smaller birds eat aphids off your plants, while 
blackbirds and (rarer) thrushes go after slugs and snails.  Our 
resident green woodpeckers love ants. Birds need water. 
Could you sink a small container of water into the ground?
PONDS If you have a pond, you’re helping frogs which eat 
slugs and snails. Keep it topped up with water that’s been 
standing for a while. Feed tadpoles with goldfish food.
BEETLES AND LADYBIRDS Ground beetles probably the ‘number 
one’ slug predator, better even than frogs! And ladybirds and 
their larvae adore aphids. Give them shelter with  patches or 
ideally strips of longer grass and create one or two small log 
piles too.  
NETTLES A small patch will attract insect-eaters like shrews, frogs 
and toads. In late summer the huge quantity of seeds produced 
are food for many birds.

Peat is of great importance to our planet – left in the 
ground it is a fantastic carbon store, with the UK’s 
peatlands holding more carbon than all the forests of 
Britain, France and Germany. But when it’s dried and 
harvested it releases carbon dioxide and is one of the 
biggest sources of greenhouse gas, threatening us all with 
global heating and dangerous weather weirdness.

Natural peatlands are also important for wildlife – many 
scarce species live there; for water management, 
because peat holds up to 20 times its own weight 
in water; and for archaeology – peat preserves a record of past 
vegetation, landscapes and people.

Ben McCarthy, Head of Nature Conservation and Restoration Ecology for the National Trust, 
wrote in a Nov 2020 press release that peat compost “is causing destruction to peatlands 
on our doorstep and in other countries too. For years the National Trust has shown that it’s 
possible to go peat-free in our garden centres, nurseries and gardens.”

In the same press release Monty Don observed, “The extraction of peat for horticultural use 
is an act of environmental vandalism. It causes irreparable environmental damage. The 
fact that it also significantly contributes to the release of CO2 and aggravates the effects of 
climate change adds salt to a grievous wound.”

Why peat free compost?

Wildlife friendly pest control

Ladybirds (adult and larvae)



At Ascott we have two valuable wildlife corridors which need your protection: the paths 
leading to the St Mary’s Church Gate and Station Gate.

The verges along these paths allow wildlife to travel to and from our site by means of 
managed natural vegetation. Between the verges the paths are wide enough path for 
people, even people with wheelbarrows! Informed volunteers and work parties will ensure 
that stands of cow parsley, nettles and growths of ivy are kept under control and at the same 
time that they have enough growth to benefit biodiversity.

The vegetation along the corridors may look “everyday” or “uninteresting” but it’s of great 
value to many species.
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Wildlife Corridors Matter

Nettles

In particular and understandably, people are 
worried by nettles, but they are extremely 
worthwhile for nature and will be contained and 
managed to keep them to the sides and allow 
them to flourish there.  Nettles support more than 
40 kinds of insects and are great wildlife attractors: 
caterpillars of the small tortoiseshell and peacock 
butterflies use them as foodplants; ladybirds and 
blue tits feast on the aphids that shelter among 
them. In the autumn chaffinches and sparrows 
enjoy their seeds. And at all times of year, nettles 
are a magnet for insect-eaters like hedgehogs, 
shrews, frogs and toads,.

Ivy

Ivy supports at least 50 species of wildlife and 
provides shelter for insects, birds, bats and other 
small mammals.  Nectar, pollen and berries of 
ivy are an essential food source for insects and 
birds during autumn and winter when little else 
is about. The berries are eaten by a range of 
species including thrushes, blackcaps, wood 
pigeons and blackbirds.

Ivy is particularly important to many insects before 
they go into hibernation. Some of the main insect 
species which forage on the nectar and pollen of 
ivy are bees, hoverflies and common wasps. It’s 
also an important food plant for some butterfly and 
moth larvae such as holly blue, small dusty wave, 
angle shades and swallow-tailed moth.

Cow parsley is an important early source of 
pollen for a variety of insects, including bees and 
hoverflies. It is also a nectar source for orange-tip 
butterflies.

Cow Parsley

Nettles
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Donors Needed! £1500 to raise!

The story so far….

The 2021 RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Garden Festival this July 6-11 is featuring 13 
demonstration allotment gardens, and a 
3x6m plot from our own Ascott Allotments 
will be among them!  RHS put a call for 
applications out in late winter, and a group 
of Ascott volunteers – most of whom did 
not previously know each other—came 
together (via Zoom) to create a vision.  The 
team envisioned a plot that would showcase 
important characteristics of Ascott, woven 
together in both a beautiful and productive 
tiny oasis.  A local architect, Freja Brown, who 
works with plotholder David Johnson, helped 
bring our hand-sketched designs to life.

The team recognized that while allotments 
may be viewed as utilitarian sites to produce 
fruit and veg, very often they provide much 
more. The design showcases the diversity of 
ways allotments build community, encourage 
biodiversity, offer refuge (for both humans and 
other creatures), and create beauty, all while 
producing an abundance of edible treasures. 

It shows that you don’t need a giant space to create a productive and delightful oasis. 
Featuring many of the aspects of Ascott Allotments, the design uses almost entirely reclaimed 
and upcycled materials and plant material produced by our plotholders.

There is a lot crammed into the small demonstration space, 
maximizing every square inch for productivity, climate 
resilience, and beauty, but still prioritising places for people 
to move through and stay amidst this diverse abundance. 
It showcases places for young (a log story circle ‘hidden’ 
by towering plants) and old (a shady ‘porch’ of our shed) 
to gather, a variety of compactly-arranged edible plants 
grown in ground and container, flora that is both edible 
and beautiful (flowering herbs, edible flowers), companion 
planting, a small version (3 potted trees) of Ascott’s 
community orchard, a community bulletin board, houses 
and feeders and pollinator-loving plants for birds and 
bees, a shed made with upcycled materials for storage, 
propagation, and vertical growing support, water collection, 
and DIY renewable energy generation.

Details such as homages to allotment members lost 
(engraved on some of the reclaimed log slices that make 

Ascott at RHS Hampton Court Flower Show 2021

Rona Painting the Shed
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The team learned of our acceptance in early April, and began recruiting support among 
fellow plotholders to sow, pot up, divide, and otherwise help grow the mass amount of plant 
material.  More is still welcome if you have extras!  This endeavor welcomes anyone to be 
involved, and we’ve added new members to our core team as people have come forward to 
express interest.  None of the team has previous experience with a show garden, and one of 
the daunting challenges is transporting all of the plants, shed, and other components to the site 
without damage.  It’s difficult for them to predict just how, for instance, to best protect 6 ft tall 
bean fruiting bean plants in a van during the drive from Ealing to Hampton Court Palace on a 
hot July day. 

While attempting to grow everything ourselves and recruit other plotholders to help, and use 
reclaimed materials whenever possible, our team will still have some costs to cover, and needs 
raise up to £1500 through donations from local individuals and businesses to help cover van 
rental, petrol, insurance, bits and bobs, mulch, and other expenses.  Can you help?  Or, maybe 
your employer would be interested in making a contribution in exchange for recognition on site 
(seen by thousands of people, including press and celebrities!). 

Plotholders are invited and welcome to contribute plants, funds, or materials; contact Amanda 
at AmandaMEdmonds@gmail.com if interested, and keep an eye on the Friends of Ascott 
Facebook group for further specific requests.  Batting and a door/windows, for the shed, and a 
metal or wooden container (even an old wheelbarrow bucket, as long as it has no holes) for a 
small pond are among the things we’re looking out for right now.  And, we still need perennials, 
so if you’ve got ones to divide to donate , please let us know.  We’re a bit worried about plants 
being ready in time, as our frigid spring has meant a slow start to growing – we’re hoping for a 
warm and sunny June!

Also, get your tickets to Hampton Court Palace Garden Show (they are on sale now) to come 
see the finished result! 

Thanks to Manuel for taking the time to do the layout for the newsletter. It’s a bit of a mission 
to get this out each month. Would anyone like to have a try at collating and guest editing an 
edition to give Miranda (who is working too many hours just now!) a chance to take a break? 
Email your request to the Friends! ascottfriends@gmail.com

General Announcement


